Parkside Regeneration
Welcome to our Information Days on the plans to regenerate
the former Parkside Colliery site into a modern employment
park in Newton-le-Willows.
We consulted on the draft masterplan for Phase 1 of Parkside
in January this year, including holding two consultation events.
Since then we have listened to your comments and modified
our masterplan to accommodate your feedback. A planning
application has now been prepared which we are due to submit
summer 2017.
Parkside Regeneration is a joint venture between commercial
developers Langtree and St Helens Council.
Langtree is a commercial property company, active in property
management, development, investment and public/private
property partnerships across the UK.
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A Proud Past
At its peak Parkside Colliery employed nearly 2,000 people and
produced nearly 1 million tonnes of coal. Workers travelled
from places such as St Helens, Wigan, Haydock, Golborne and
Leigh.
It was the last pit to survive in the Lancashire Coalfield, until
mining ceased in October 1992. The foundation stone for the
Parkside Colliery, in Newton-le-Willows, was laid in May 1957.
At the time the colliery cost £13 million to establish, hoping
to release potentially about 100 million tonnes of coal in six
seams.
During the development of the underground workings more
than 1 million tonnes of debris was excavated, much of which
remains on site.

Unlock The Potential
The last pit in the once massive Lancashire Coalfield finally
closed for good in March 1993, mining having ceased the
previous year. Since then the site has been left in a state of decay
as a reminder of a lost area of activity. Parkside Regeneration
can unlock the potential of the site of this once thriving pit.
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How the site looks now

For more information on Parkside and
how you can have your say, visit:

www.thisisparkside.co.uk
Freephone: 0800 130 3353
Email: info@thisisparkside.co.uk

PA R K S I D E

An Opportunity to Thrive
We are developing a deliverable employment scheme
for Parkside that will provide lasting benefits for the local
community.
Our scheme for Parkside will take a number of years to complete
but work is currently underway to establish how best to plan
for the employment park to maximise the economic and social
benefits for local people.
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The Benefits
We are initially looking at bringing forward a first phase of the
scheme, to kick start the regeneration of the site and to bring
early benefits including:
• £80m a year of new economic activity to the City Region.
• Up to 1,300 permanent new logistics and manufacturing
jobs with potentially thousands of jobs in future phases.
• Regeneration of a former colliery site.
• An additional £2.2 million in Business rates to St Helens
Council.
• Around £73.5 million invested in construction.
• 413 temporary construction and supply chain jobs during
the site build.
• 93,000 sq m of new employment floorspace.
• Improvement of green space and landscape.
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The Masterplan
The plans will see the site transformed into a modern
employment park. This first phase of the scheme could create
both construction jobs and significant high quality permanent
jobs with potentially thousands of jobs in future phases.
Parkside is in a great location to take advantage of the
investment that is already being made to improve public
transport infrastructure in the local area, to allow workers the
opportunity to travel to work by public transport.
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Nearly 200 people attended our consultation events in
January 2017. We have taken on board all of the feedback
received as we developed the planning application.

How we have listened
• You told us about existing traffic problems around the site.
We have completed a detailed traffic impact assessment
which has suggested a number of improvements on the A49
which will help to solve existing problems and also mitigate
against additional traffic coming to the site.
• You asked how much green space there would be on the
site. The planning application outlines how we will protect
wildlife and create new green spaces for nature to thrive.
Phase 1 protects and provides ample green space.
• You asked if air quality would be affected. We carried out an
Air Quality Assessment which looks at ways to improve air
quality around the site, including the creation of landscaped
bunds, provision of green spaces for wildlife and improving
traffic flows.
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How the development
will look
Our architects have taken into account the visual impact of the
development and the plans include a landscaped bund around
the site and development areas. The planting of new trees on
the site will seek to reduce views of the development from
certain viewpoints.
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We have created artist’s impressions of how the site will
look when completed. These will be made available on our
website www.thisisparkside.co.uk

Cross section of how Phase 1 will be screened
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Transport
The Parkside site is well connected with Newton-le-Willows
train station a short distance away. It also benefits from being
in close proximity to the M6 and M62, both of which are
being transformed into smart motorways which will help ease
congestion at local motorway junctions.
We have completed a detailed traffic impact assessment which
looks at traffic movements around the site and the capacity of
local roads. As part of this we have taken into account local
concerns about existing traffic problems. We are proposing to
make a number of improvements to the A49 which will help to
solve existing traffic problems and mitigate against additional
traffic coming to the site.

These include:
• Widening of the M62 eastbound off-slip at Junction 9
providing an extra lane for vehicles heading north along
the A49.
• Additional lanes along the A49 between the M62 Junction 9
and the roundabout at Winwick Link Road to reduce queues
at peak times.
• A new dedicated lane from Winwick Link Road to the A49
southbound which avoids the roundabout junction.
• Widening of the Golborne Road give-way junction.
• Widening of the Hollins Lane junction.

Our studies have shown that with the programmed
improvements to the M6/M62 and our proposed
improvements to the A49 there will be ample capacity to
accommodate the traffic generated by the Phase 1 plans.
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Parkside Link Road
Separately to the Parkside Phase 1 application, St Helens
Council has announced plans for a Parkside Link Road (PLR)
which would provide a new road through the site, linking the
A49 to an improved Junction 22 of the M6. It is envisaged
that the road would not only benefit businesses but also bring
significant benefits to residents. Traffic could be diverted away
from Newton-le-Willows and Winwick allowing for quicker and
easier access onto the M6 at Junction 22.
The PLR is a separate project and does not form part of our
Phase 1 planning application. However, whilst our studies have
shown that the PLR is not required during Phase 1, it could play
an important role in future phases of development at Parkside.

St Helens Council are consulting separately here today
on the link road and we would encourage you to direct
any questions about the PLR to them.

Aerial view artist’s impression of the PLR route through Phase 2
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Environmental Surveys
An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) will accompany this
application to identify the potential impact of the proposal on
the surrounding environment.
As part of the planning application our consultants have
considered where new trees will be planted and which trees
need to be removed to improve the quality of green space
around the site
The site was also found to provide connective linkages between
habitats within the site and also to other off site habitats,
including Gallows Croft Local Wildlife Site, which is located to
the south of the site.
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How Parkside Will Sit In Its Environment
The site is included within the Green Belt but has been derelict
since mining stopped in October 1992. The Council’s draft
Local Plan is proposing to take the site out of the Green Belt
and allocate it as an employment site.

Sustainability and green space
The site is located in a sustainable location close to Newton-leWillows train station and adjacent to local bus routes. A travel
plan is being prepared which will outline various measures to
promote sustainable travel to the site.
We will be retaining and enhancing habitats on the site,
providing ample green space. Additional landscaping and
bunding will be created to protect local viewpoints, but these
will also create new habitats. The public will have access to these
green spaces through cycle routes and footpaths. We are also
considering the creation of a “trim trail” providing areas with
outdoor fitness equipment along the new footpaths.
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Planning Timetable
We consulted on the draft masterplan for Phase 1 of Parkside
in January this year, including holding two consultation events.
Since then we have listened to your comments and modified
our masterplan to accommodate your feedback. A planning
application has now been prepared which we are due to submit
by 31st July.

Summer 2017
• Undertake a second round of public
consultation: July 2017
• Submit Phase 1 Outline Planning
Application

Winter 2017
• Aim for the planning application to
be determined
• Commence the preparation of the
detailed building proposals

Spring/Summer 2018
• Consult on the detailed building proposals
• Submit the detailed building proposals
application

Spring 2019
Start the development on site
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Get In Touch
We will be submitting our formal planning application
summer 2017. You will be able to submit comments on the
application directly via the St Helens Council websitewww.sthelens.gov.uk/planning-building-control/planning/
Or by writing to the Planning Department directly:
Town Planning
St Helens Council
Town Hall
Victoria Square
St.Helens
Merseyside
WA10 1HP
There are a number of ways you can get in touch with
the project team if you have further questions about the
application:
Visit our website www.thisisparkside.co.uk
		Call Freephone 0800 130 3353
(during office hours Monday to Friday)
		Email info@thisisparkside.co.uk
Write to PARKSIDE, Freepost RSKS-SBBE-LHHZ,
c/o Newgate, Sevendale House, 5-7 Dale Street,
Manchester, M1 1JB
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